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EXPLANATION of the PLATE. 


FROM a ſubject of eight years of age, a portion of 
the alveoli removed, to ſhew the ſecond ſet in the jaw, 
and alſo the maxillary ſinus. 


A.—The inciſors of the ſecond ſet ; the firſt being 
ſhed. 


B.—The cuſpidatus, or canine tooth, of the ſecond 
ſet, over which 1s the cuſpidatus of the ſecond perma- 


nent ſet ; the phang of the temporary tooth is nearly 
abſorbed. 


C.—The firſt molares, or grinder of the temporary 


ſet, the phangs of which are nearly abſorbed, over 


which is the firſt bicuſpis of the ſecond ſet, 


D.—The ſecond temporary grinder, over which is 
the ſecond bicuſpis. 


E. The firſt permanent grinder, which begins to 
cut the gum at ſix years of age. 


F.— The ſecond permanent grinder, which appears 
about the twelfth or fourteenth year. 


G. — The maxillary ſinus, or antrum highmoriarum. 
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PREFACE. 


H AVN continually obſerved the frequent 
decay and boſs of teeth in both ſexes, which 
has moſt frequently been owing to neglect, 
diſeaſes, or improper applications, has induced 
me to trouble a generous public with fol- 
lowing ſheets, in hopes it may, in ſome meas» 
re, be a means of preſerving the parts ſo 
eſſentially neceſſary, both for uſe and ornament. 

To the fair ſex nothing 1s more diſagreeable, 

4 : or gives a greater damp to their vivacity, 

than carious teeth or fetid breath: what 

numbers contentedly fit down to theſe misfor- 
tunes, for want of proper inſtructions or 


applications, or living too remote from a 


dentiſt! On the contrary, what havoc ts 
7 Frequently made on good teeth by pretended | 
Þ F noftrums ? compoſed either of flrong acids, or | 
7 powders, whoſe mere mechanical friction alune 


will 


will defiroy the beautiful enamel. To obviate ; 
theſe defects, what I propoſe ſhall be as cler 
and diflint as poſſible, which ] hope will le 
found a complete inflruftor. I could not leave © . 


a ſubject of this utility without giving my fair i 


"th countrywomen the treatment of children dur- 

Yi: mg dentition. 7, hoſe who do not reſide in 

towns Where medica! advice can be imme- 

diately procured, will here have the means of 
preſerving their offspring till aſſiſtance can be 
obtained, and frequently ſaving its life. 
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Every LADY and GENTLEMAN 


1 THEIR OWN 


DENTIST. 


ON THE ADULT TEETH, &c. 


EFORE we enter on the teeth in particular, it 
will be neceſſary to deſcribe the parts into which 


| they are inſerted, as the upper and lower jaw, &c. 
oF 


THE UPPER JAW is divided into two bones, 
and as the appearances in both are alike, the de- 
f ccription of one will be ſufficient. Tt has a great 


1 many proceſſes and inequalities, by which it is united 


to the ſurrounding bones of the face; it has one 
Ne cavity, called its ſinus; anteriorly it takes a 


0 0 circular ſweep; the baſis is broad, in which are 
= cavities or ſockets for the teeth, called alveolar pro- 


B half 


( 10 ) 


half an inch higher than the proceſſes, which, when 
it meets the proceſs of the oppoſite bone, forms the 
roof of the mouth ; by its being this diſtance from the 
baſe, it gives more ſpace for the -tongue ; hence we 
find, when the alveolar is wanting, as in old people, 
the tongue appears too big for the mouth. 


THE LOWER JAW in children is divided into two 
bones, in the adult but one; anteriorly it is convex ; 
poſteriorly concave, terminating in nearly an acute 
angle, which ariſes almoſt immediately upwards, and 
divides in two proceſſes; the firſt of which 1s 
flat, ending in a point, and is called the coronoid 
proceſs, on which 1s inſerted a ſtrong muſcle for its 
elevation; the ſecond is called the condyloid ; the 
ſuperior part is round, of an oblong figure, and 1s. 
articulated to the temporal bone; on its upper ſide it 
has a rough ſurface, full of cavities or ſockets for the 
teeth. Nearly under the coronoid proceſs, internally, 
is a large foramen or hole, through which paſs the 
nerves and veſſels of the teeth. 


ALVEOLAR PROCESSES, or ſockets for the 
teeth, are compoſed of two lamina, or plates, one 
external, and another internal; they are again di- 
vided by ſmall bony partitions, forming diſtin& cells 
for each tooth but when there are more phangs than 


— 


one, 


( 11 ) 
one, theſe cells are again divided. On the fore part 
of the mouth theſe partitions riſe higher than the ex- 
ternal or internal lamina, giving a fluted appearance; 
in the lower jaw they deſcribe a leſſer circle, and a 
larger in the upper jaw; therefore, in old age, when 
they are taken up by abſorption, the under jaw pro- 
jects a great diſtance from the upper, and when the 
gums meet, the elevation muſt be greater; the chin 


feems to project, and the cheeks, &c. for want of 


proper ſupport, fall in wrinkles. They are entirely 
dependent on the teeth, for when they are removed, 
or fall out, they alſo e 


THE GUMs are a very vaſcular ſubſtance, and 
when in perfect health, are of a fine beautiful florid 
red; they are between a cartilage and membrane, 
they are not very ſenſible, as we find in children and 
21d people, for the latter are able to bite the hardeſt 
cruſt, There is a difference between the gums of 
| theſe two periods; in the former, there is a ridge ex- 
tending throughout, in the latter there is none. 


THE TEETH of an adult are, in general, from 
twenty-eight to thirty-two in number, and are di- 
vided by ſome into inciſors or cutting- teeth, canine 
or dog-teeth, and molares or grinders ; of which there 
are four inciſors, two canine, and ten molares, in 

„ all, 
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all, ſixteen in each jaw ; the two laſt of which are 
called dentes ſapientiz, or the teeth of wiſdom, they 
not appearing till between the twenty-firlt and thirtieth 
year, from an opinion that the mental faculties had 
not acquired the utmoſt degree of perfection of which 
they were capable, till their appearance; they are 
called by the vulgar, the eye teeth. Mr. J. Hunter, 
with great propriety, has claſſed them differently : the 
four firſt teeth he continues the name inciſors ; but 
the two canine he calls cuſpidati, having, one point : 
(theſe, alſo, are called eye-teeth by nurſes, from the 
eye being affected by the inflammation which attends 
their firſt appearance in the upper jaw) the two firſt, 
molares, he calls hicuſpides, having two points; to 
the reſt he continues the name of molares. Each 
tooth is divided into the body, neck, and phang.— 
The body is all that part above the gum, which 
forms the cutting edge or baſis: the neck is that 


part which is covered by the gum, it is not thinner 
than the reſt of the tooth, but rather broader ; from 
this the phang begins, and is that part which is hid in 
the alveolar proceſs ; they are rounded and tapering, 
all of a conical form, which gives great ſupport from 
preſſure : had they not been of this form, the force 
would have been at the end of the phang, which 
would have injured the blood-veſſels, but by this 
means the alveoli and gums bear a part. Before I pro- 


ceed 
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ceed any further, I ſhall point out each claſs ſeparate, 
and firſt the 


INCISORS; their baſis is 2 narrow cutting edge, 
the anterior part of the body convex ; poſteriorly, 
concave, increaſing downwards: the enamel is con- 
tinued lower down in the front than at the back, and 
thoſe of the upper jaw are larger and broader than the 
lower. | 


CUSPIDATI have each a ſingle cutting point, in- 
ternally, with a ſmall line extending down ta-the neck ; 


in theſe, the enamel covers more of the ſides than the 
former. 


BICUSPIDES have two points, the external higher 


than the internal, the body nearly round, the firſt is the 


ſmalleſt, and the enamel is equally covering it. Theſe 
haye been known to be wanting. 


MOLARES or GRINDERS have, in general, four 


or five points, their baſis very broad, the dentes ſa- 


pientiæ ſeldom differing from the reſt ; the enamel is 
pretty equally diſtributed, they have two phangs in the 


lower, and three, ſometimes four, in the upper jaw ; 
but all the other teeth have but one. From each phang 


extends a cavity, through which paſs. veſſels and 
nerves to the membrane that lines the body of the 


tooth. 


(11 9 


tooth. They are compoſed of two parts, the enamel 
and bone. | 


ENAMEL, cortical or vitreous part: It is a white 
opaque ſhining ſubſtance, covering the body of the 
tooth as far as the neck; it is the hardeſt part of our 
frame; thickeſt at the points; and fire does not 
eaſily affect it. Hence, if we ſaw a tooth in two, 
burn it, and then ſcrape it, the enamel ſtill appears 
white, though the bone is deſtroyed and black.— 

Alkalies have no action on it—in acids it moulders 
away. Nature has given us this hard ſubſtance to 
cover the bony part, that it ſhould not be worn down 


in maſtication; and we find, in all graminivorous 
animals, that it is mixed with it, as in cows, horſes, 
aſſes, camels, ſheep, &c. for if a ſection of the mo- 
lares of any of theſe beaſts be expoſed to the fire, you 
will find it extending down, almoſt to the bottom of 
the tooth. In the inciſors of a horſe, a portion alſo 
extends ſome way in the centre. There is a great ad- 
vantage in this, for were they of a different ſtruure, 
they would ſoon be worn away; but having the 
enamel mixed with the bone, as the latter wears, the 
former ſtands in ridges; therefore, there will always 
be a rough furface to grind and cut their food. This 
is not ſo in carnivorous animals, as their baſis is 
points entirely ſmooth, and they have it only on the 

| outſide, 


(187 | 
outſide. In the teeth of ſome animals it is black, or a 
dark brown, as in the inciſors of a rat. By the mi- 
nuteſt injections, we have not as yet diſcovered it to 
be vaſcular, but it is ſubje& to diſeaſes, of which I 
ſhall ſpeak hereafter : when broke, it appears of a 
ſtriated texture, all tending to a centre; it is eaſily 
ſeparated from the bony, part, either by a blow or fire; 
it differs from it, in not being tinged with madder ; 
they becoming red ; not ſo with the enamel. 
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THE BONY PART lies immediately under the 


enamel, is not vaſcular, is deſtroyed by fire; acids 


3 8 
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have the ſame action on it as other bones, diſſolving 
its earth, and leaving behind the connecting mem- 
brane. Internally, it has a cavity, correſponding to 
the ſhape of the tooth, which is lined by a very ſenſible 
vaſcular membrane, which may here, with the greateſt 
propriety, be called its internal perioſtium. This 
cavity is extended through the phangs, by which 
enters the blood-veſſels and nerves; that there are 
nerves we cannot doubt, from the great pain that is 
felt when the cavity becomes expoſed, and from the 
ſenſation of cold. This part, when expoſed to the 
fire, appears of a laminated texture, which may eaſily 
be accounted for, when we come to conſider its forma- 
tion. Many have ſuppoſed the enamel to be ſolely, to 
hinder the bone from decaying, but we find that it is 
frequently 
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frequently expoſed to the air, and yet no decay takes 
place. In ſome nations, ſavages file their teeth to a 
point, of which I have ſeen the head of an African 
Negro thus pointed, and yet no decay had taken 
place; and inſtances frequently occur, where the 
enamel, by abraſion, is worn away and the bone 
expoſed, yet no decay has taken place, as you will 
frequently find in old people, where the grinding and 
cutting ſurfaces are worn even, yet they are a good 
ſound ſet of teeth as long as none are removed ; where 
this is the caſe, the cavities fill up with new oflific 
matter, otherwiſe they would be expoſed to the air, by 
which inflammation would be produced, cauſing a pain, 
commonly called the tooth-ach. Though we cannot, 
by injeRions, find that it is vaſcular, yet it will, like 
the other bones, take a red tinge, by feeding a young 
animal with madder ; and if you leave off feeding it a 
few days, and then return to it again, a layer of white 
earth will be depoſited, and then red, as will be ſeen by 
cutting the tooth in two, Though we cannot find any 
veſſel entering the ſubſtance of this part, yet it has a 
perioſtium, covering the phangs from the neck, that is 
very vaſcular. It is liable to a number of diſeaſes, 
which will hereafter be ſhown. 5 


DIFFERENCE in the upper and lower jaw. In 
the upper jaw, the alveolar proceſſes form the ſegment 
of 


E 


of a larger circle, and the molares have three phanga; 
two are ſituated on the outſide, and one within, and 
the inciſors are broader than the lower: in the lower 
jaw the alveoli form a leſſer circle, and the grinders 
have but two. phangs, one before the other; the 
reaſon of the ſituation of the phangs of the upper 
Jaw, I think is obvious, it gives them ſtability, by 
embracing the maxillary ſinus; had they but two, 
or were they placed together, we ſhould always be in 
danger when biting any hard body, of forcing the 
teeth into the ſinus: we find the bicuſpides have 
but one phang, as they are out of the way of the 


ſinus ; the two molares they ſucceeded had three, the 


ſinus being then over them, 


ANIMALS claſſed by their teeth. From what 
I have mentioned, it will be eaſy to diſtinguiſh the 
food of animals by the form of their teeth, whether 
vegetable or animal.; where the quantity of food that 
is required as animal, is leſs than vegetable, there alſo 
leſs trituration is neceſlary ; therefore there is a dif- 


ference in the arrangement of the enamel. In the ex- 


ternal form we diſtinguiſh a cutting edge, but the car- 
nivorous animals teeth are pointed ; the cuſpidati of 
theſe are much larger and longer, for the purpoſe of 


ſeizing their prey ; but the greateſt difference is in the 


grinders ; they in carnivorous animals are compoſed 
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of points (not broad ſurfaces) and are better adapted 
for breaking bones and tearing fleſh, and all their 
enamel is on the outſide. In graminivorous animals 
their tuſks are ſhort, but the grinders have broad 
ſurfaces, and by wearing down, do not become 
ſmooth, but increaſe in their cutting edges; the rea- 
ſon I have before mentioned, 


MAN, an omnivorous animal, has teeth ſuited to 
both, more inclining to carnivorous, but J do not 
mean that he 1s to'tear his food raw to pieces ; the 


| Almighty Being has given him fuperior inſtinct over 


the brutes of the earth, and he takes both the animal 
and vegetable kingdom for his nouriſhment, nicely. 
culling their ſweets to his various uſes; prepares 
them with delicacy to his taſte, and avoiding thoſe that 


are injurious to his health. 


There is a great variation in the teeth of animals, 
ſome not only have them in the mouth, but in the 
throat alſo, as in fiſn; others in their ſtomach, as the 
lobſter and crab, of which there are three (commonly 
called the lady.) On the banks of the Ohio is found 
a great number of bones and teeth of enormous ſize, 
ſuppoſed to belong to the elephant ; but on infpeCtion, 
they have a great number of points, which prove them 

to 


( 48-3 
to be carnivorous; for further particulars on this 
ſubjeA, I ſhall refer you to Buffon. 


FORMATION OF THE TEETH is different 
to the growth of bone, they have to make their way 
through the pulp, perioſteum, and gums : The firſt ap- 
pearance is a pulpy ſubſtance, very vaſcular, and in 
ſhape correſponding to the body of the tooth in which 
it is placed. On this pulp the oflific matter is de- 
poſited: in an inciſor it begins at three points, cuſpi- 
datus one, bicuſpis two, and molares at four or five, 
Over this is a membrane ſituated, exactly correſpond- 
ing to the form of the pulp below, dipping into all its 
inequalities ; it is this membrane that depoſits the 
enamel, for as ſoon as the pulp has thrown out oſſific 
matter at the points, this membrane (by ſome called 
pulp) above, covers it with a fine layer of enamel, | 
which it continues to depoſit till the tooth is cut; 
hence we learn the reaſon of its being thicker in ſome 
places than in others. The inferior pulp lengthens as 
the tooth is forming into phangs, the bony matter is 
ſtill depoſited till it admits of only ſufficient room for 
the veſſels and nerves for the nouriſhment of the 
tooth. From the neck extends the perioſteum, which 
forms a boundary to the enamel, which may be eaſily 
ſeen, by having a freſh extracted tooth placed in water. 
The inciſors and cuſpidati require about ſix or ſeven 
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5 years for their formation; bicuſpides ſeven or eight 
| years; and molares twelve years. 
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1 Diſeaſes of the Teeth, Gums, &c. 


r 


T has, in general, been the cuſtom, when ſpeaking 
1 of the diſeaſes of the teeth, to begin with their 
decay; but as this is frequently cauſed, from un- 
cleanlineſs, or improper management, I ſhall there- 
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fore begin with the methods of preſerving and cleaning 
a good ſet: and firſt, it muſt be obſerved, that where- 
ever there are in the human body fluids ſecreted, that 
0 by reſt they will depoſit or chryſtallize an earthy matter, 
8 as in the bladder, kidneys, &c. and on the teeth tartar 
(ſo called). this ſubſtance concretes on the fore parts of 
the tooth, and on the hind part, but not on the ſides, 
though frequently on the baſe of the molares, in- 
0 | creaſing in ſubſtance ; and as it is depoſited, preſſes the 
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gum down, which it excoriates, the diſchage becomes 
putrid, and fœtid breath conſtantly enſues. This en- 
creaſing by its mechanical preſſure will, in time, raiſe 

the tooth out of the ſocket, and by this means they 

are, in part, abſorbed. The proceſs, if ſuffered to 
continue, goes on till the tooth drops out, loaded with 

| tartar 
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tartar; of which, I have ſeen an inciſor ſo loaded, 
that when the mouth was ſhut, it appeared as a larger 
tumour. This depoſit in ſome is habitual, but by 
proper care may eaſily be removed. Alkalies, while 


a mucus, will remove it; acids will diſſolve it: and 


therefore, we always find that people who eat a large 
quantity of fruit, have very white teeth. 


It is to be removed by frequently waſhing the 
mouth with fluids, powders, picking the teeth, and 


ſcaling. 


REMOVAL BY FLUIDS. Frequently waſhing 


the mouth is of infinite ſervice, and for which various 


fluids have been recommended, as water, wine, vine» 
gar, and ſweet ſpirit of nitre. 


WATER, though the moſt ſimple, I prefer, as 
you can here waſh off the looſe particles, by ſimple 
lotion, yet, if you uſe a little friction with a piece 
of cloth on the finger, a piece of liquorice root, 
or a bruſh, you will always, in a degree, hinder 


chryſtallization ; if this is done every morning and 
after meals, it will keep the mouth ſweet and the 
teeth healthy. 
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IN WINE there is always a predominant acid, it 
will diffolve the tartar, but in time, I am fearful, will 
deſtroy the enamel ; the former, with the bruſh, has 
all-its qualities without this diſadvantage. | 


VINEGAR, on a certainty, deſtroys the teeth, and 
its action on them is known by that diſagreeable ſen- 
ſation, ſetting them on edge, giving them a rough feel ; 
this is cauſed by the acid acting on and diſſolving the 
enamel, cauſing roughneſs, and deſtroying the beau- 
tiful poliſh, | 


SPIRITS. Thoſe who recommend them, ſay 
they harden the gums, keep the mouth ſweet, and 
prevent the decay of the teeth ; how far it anſwers 
that purpoſe I will not determine, but there is one 
certainty, which is, by conſtant uſe the delicacy of 
taſte is loſt, ſhall therefore leave it to choice, Sweet 
ſpirit of nitre has. been recommended, but I hope no 
one, after the peruſal of this pamphlet, will uſe it. 
When the tartar has concreted in a large quantity, 
mechanical means are uſed for its removal ; the firſt 
and moſt ſimple is picking the teeth: this operation is 


not only uſeful at meals, but alſo in removing the 


tartar, and deſtroying the chryſtals ; it never ſhould be 
done but by a quill, or ſome ſuch ſoft yielding body ; 
pins are at all times injurious, 


BY 
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BV POWDERS. Which, when properly pre- 
pared, ſhould act mechanically, without injuring 
the enamel; theſe compounds, muſt be allowed to 
be of great efficacy, and therefore, I ſhall give the 
properties of every ſubſtance, which they are in ge- 
neral compoſed of ; and ſhall claſs them under four 
heads : Animal, Vegetable, Mineral, and Salines. 


ANIMAL. 


Cuttle-fiſh bone is the produce of a fiſh ſo called, it 
is a calcareous earth, united to animal matter; an 
excellent dentifrice, not hard enough to injure the 
enamel, but of ſufficient firmneſs to remove the 
. 


CAaLcined HARTSHORN has nearly the ſame 
properties, | 


VEGETABLES. 


Gum Myx*n. A concrete ſubſtance, of a fragrant 
ſmell, brought from the Eaſt-Indies. This, at firſt 
taſte, is not very pleaſant, but gives a laſting fragrance 
to the breath, is of infinite ſervice to the gums, in 
healing their ulcers, and is at all times worthy of the 

dentiſt's 
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dentiſt's notice, where the breath is affected, or the 
gums ulcerated. | 


OkRIS Roor. A ſpecies of the flower-de-luce ; 
this gives to dentifrices a perfume, reſembling 
violets ; hence ſometimes called violet-powder : this 1s 


only of uſe as a temporary ſweetener of the breath, 


MINERALS. 


Rosx Pink. Calcareous earth, ſtained by a colour- 
ing matter; the only uſe for this is to give denti- 
frices an agreeable colour, which, by expoſure to air, 
ſoon looſes its beauty. 


Bor RE ARMENIC. A naſty, dirty, argillaceous earth, 
with a ſmall portion of iron, of no utility without 
it is debaſed. ES 


— 


/ 


PuMict STONE. A lava from Mount Veſuvins, 
a half vitrified body; a ſlow, though ſure deſtroyer 
of the enamel, by mere mechanical friction. 


6 


SALINES. 


1 


SALINEsS. 


SAN DIVER, GLASS-GALL. A ſtrong alkali, ſwim- 
ming on the top of melted glaſs; a worſe application 


than the former; it is ſometimes united to ſal ammo- 
niac with no better effect. 


ALUM. Pure argil (or clay) united with the vi— 
triolic acid. This aſtringent is of great ſervice when 
ulcerations or frequent ſcorbutic hæmorrhages take 
place. 

BoRAx has been recommended for the ſame 
purpole. 


Cream or TARTAR has frequently been the 
baſis of tooth-powders: this is no more than the 


common tartar purified ; it is a peculiar acid united 
to the vegetable alkali ; as the acid is predominant, 
I never uſe it. 


VITRIOLATED TARTAR. Vitriolic acid, united 
to the vegetable alkali, if well prepared, will act no 
better than the cuttle-fiſh bone; if the acid prevails, 
will ſoon deſtroy the teeth. 5 
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All theſe ſubſtances, either ſingle or combined, are 


moſt commonly applyed with a bruſh, cloth, or piece 
of liquorice root; either of them may be employed 


with utility in various circumſtances, as for inſtance : 


the bruſh and the root will carry the powder between 


the teeth and inequalities, while the finger covered 


with cloth, will bear great ſtreſs on their bodies. 


If the gums bleed at every repetition, ſo much the 
better, as after this granulations will ariſe, increaſe, 
and in time have a beautiful redneſs. Always waſh 
your mouth with cold water immediately after the uſe 
of the powders, to carry off the remaining particles 


between the teeth, which are very diſagreeable. It is 


always obſervable that there is a peculiar pleaſant ſen- 
ſation after cleaning them, and whatever food you 
take afterwards has an additional reliſh ; this can only 


be owing to taking away the difagreeable tartareous 
matter. Thus the properties of a good tooth powder 


muſt conſiſt of hardneſs ſufhcient to remove the tartar 


without injuring the enamel, to preſerve the gums, 
and by its aromatic quality give a permanent perfume 


to the breath. It is ſome time before a powder to 
anſwer theſe purpoſes can be compounded, and muſt 
be from long experience, and a perfect knowledge of 
the materia medica. What I recommend to the pub- 
lic I have uſed ſome years, and have witneſſed its good 
effects; and by the continual uſe of it have known 
5 diſagreeable 
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diſagreeable habitual fœtid breaths entirely removed, 
as well as faſtening the teeth, giving them a beautiful 
whiteneſs, and removing the pains in the gums,* 
On the contrary, all powders ſhould be avoided that 
have any acid in their compoſition, or ſubſtances 
of ſufficient hardneſs to injure the enamel ; powders 
of this claſs give the teeth a pearl whiteneſs, take off 
the poliſh, and at the ſame time injure the gums: if 
the gums have receded from the neck of the tooth, the 
bony part will be affected by them, and ſoon fall 
into decay. 5 


The next mechanical means is when inſtruments 
are uſed for the purpoſe of ſcraping off the collected 
matter, for which there are different kinds, that com- 
poſe what are commonly called ſcaling inſtruments, 
of which there are in general ſix, in a caſe, viz. the 
file, to take off any inequalities or ſpecks out of the 
enamel ; the hoe, for the top teeth ; the engraver, for 
the lower; the triangle, for the inſide ; the ſpear, to 
clean between the teeth ; and the bent ſpear, for the 
Hind teeth ; theſe are the uſual ſet, though there are 
Variations. 

SCALING THE TEETH. Before you proceed 
to the operation, you ſhould always have in readineſs 


| © 7. a glaſs 


For which ſee the poſtſcript, 
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1 
a glaſs of pure water, baſon to ſpit in, water and 
towels to waſh the hands, to wipe the mouth, 
and inſtruments; alſo tooth powders, bruſhes, &c. 
It is in general the cuſtom after they are ſcaled, to uſe 
an acid, but as the uſe of it is dangerous, and requires 
great nicety, I ſhall here omit it. 


Having placed yourſelf before a glaſs, in a good 
light, firſt begin to remove the tartar from the lower 
ſet of teeth, which may be done by placing the en- 
graver a little below the gum, and then gently raiſing 
the point, continue the ſame to each tooth. On the 
inſide do the ſame with the triangle, by placing it as 


low down as poſlible without injuring the gums, and 


then pulling it gently up, the tartar will ſeparate ; act 
the ſame by the upper teeth ; and for the teeth farther 
back, uſe the bent ſpear. Having by this means re- 


moved the tartar, in many caſes a blackneſs will re- 


main, which in a little time will be removed by the 


powder, 


Scaling the teeth is not neceſſary above once in a 
year or two, if the mouth is kept clean by the means 
mentioned. To uſe the powder, take a ſmall bit of 
rag, which lap round the finger, dip it into it, and 
rub the tooth pretty briſkly, if by this means you can- 
not get at the inequality, roll a piece of rag on a 

ſkewer 
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ſkewer, and apply it, or with a piece of liquorice root 
dipt in it; immediately after apply the bruſh, this 
will take off the remaining ſpecks : finiſh the opera- 
tion by waſhing the mouth well with red wine and 
water. 


Where there has been a large collection of tartar, 


and gums which bleed when touched, look ragged, 
and recede from the neck of the tooth. In theſe caſes 
ſomething muſt be done for their immediate growth; 
and J have frequently found a tooth ſo looſe as to be 


hand while I have ſcaled it with the other, and after- 
wards to apply a ligature of ſilk or ſilver wire round 
it, and faſten it to the other for fear of dropping out. 
The ligature ſhould be applied as high as poſlible on a 
tooth of this kind, and as low on the teeth on each 
ſide: if it be one of the bicuſpides, carry the ligature 


between the points. The beſt method is to make a 


knot on the looſe tooth, bringing the end n the 
teeth on each ſide, croſs and faſten. 


Many applications have been propoſed to heal and 
renew the gums; but take this advice, not to uſe any 
application in which there is any acid, as is too often 
the caſe with medical men to uſe vitriol, The few 
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obliged to hold it down in the ſocket with one 
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following formules may be uſed with ſucceſs, always 
applying a ſmall quantity after uſing the powder : if 
the gum is very painful, you ought to have a very 
ſoft bruſh. 


Take of Simple tincture of myrrh 1 ox. 
Roſe water 1% oz. 


Laudanum 10 drops. 
Mix them together. 


OR, 


Take of Tincture of myrrh I . 
— = gum lac ⁊ oz. 
Alum 1 dr. | 


Mix them together. 
OR, 


Take of Strong Infuſion of Sage 4 E. 
Alum 2 dr. 


Honey Z oz. 
Mix them together“. 


To any of theſe you may add perfumes, as thoſe of 
lavender, ambergris, muſk, civet, rhodium, burga- 
mot, &c. according to your own taſte. | 
DECAY 
* Or ſee the poſtſcript, 
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' DECAY OF TEETH from Rottenneſs. The 
firſt appearance is a ſmall white opaque ſpot on 
the enamel ( ſometimes, though ſeldom, it begins 
on the inſide firſt, the tooth then has a ſhining black- 
neſs) which touch'd moulders away, the bone is affect- 
ed, and becomes black, this continues ſpreading till it 
is a mere ſhell, and then is eaſily by any hard body 
broken down, and the cavity is expoſed ; the mem- 
| brane from action of the the external air inflames, great 
pain is now felt, the parts around ſympathize, the gum 
inflames, the cheeks and eyes are ſwelled, great flow of 
ſaliva; the perſon is fearful of drawing breath, as every 
addition of air increaſes the pain; nor can they bear 
either cold or hot fluids in the mouth. This at length 
gradually ſubſides, leaving only a flight ſoreneſs, which 
at laſt vaniſhes, and it ſtill remains a ſtump, liable 
again to inflame from li ght colds, or extraneous matter. 
Where there has often been inflammation, the gums 
become diſeaſed. The firſt appearance of decay in the 
molares is like a crack on their baſe. The pain is ſome 
times periodical, in which caſe I would recommend 
bark: carious teeth are often the cauſe of bad breath. 
Another remarkable circumſtance is that they moſtly 
decay in pairs. On the firſt appearance of the chalky 
ſpeck it is ſometimes prevented by filing it out, this 
(as there is no alternative) is certainly worth tryal, 
for if the bone becoines affected there is no cure, nor 
TD ſhould 
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ſhould I in this caſe heſitate a moment to file thro' the 


enamel as I have before obſerved it is done by the In- 
dians and yet no decay. 


As the pain and inflammation of the tooth are from 
the nerve being expoſed, various means have been 
adopted to prevent the acceſs of air, as filling them with 
wax, galbanum, maſtic, myrrh, ſilver leaf, gold leaf, and 
tea lead. The firſt four are only temporary and will 
not ſtay in long, and therefore I would adviſe the three 
laſt, but they muſt be applied early, for if the diſeaſe is 
too far advanced, and the external orifice too large, 
they cannot be faſtened in. 


STOPPING THE TEETH, is in general perform- 
ed with an inſtrument adapted to the cavity, bent at the 
point; with this force into the cavity either of the three 
laſt named ſubſtances, after which a little maſtic, and 
laſtly cloſe it up with a ſmall wedge of wood which pare 
even with the tooth; in the fore teeth, cuſpedati and bi- 
cuſpides it is ſometimes poſſible to ſcrew a ſmall bit of 
ivory in and then file it down, which, where it can be 


done, is the beſt method. 


CAUTERIZING THE TEETH. When they 
cannot be pluged, and inflammation ſtill takes 
place, it has been the cuſtom to deſtroy the nerve, 
either 
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either by actual or potential cautery. For the actual, 
(or red-hot iron) there are inſtruments on purpoſe, 
properly adapted to the cavity of the tooth. This, 
when red-hot, 1s to be conveyed carefully into it, and 
if it be a double one, it muſt be moved about, 
that it may meet the openings of the phangs. 
The potential are, ſtrong oil of vitriol, ſpirit of 
ſalt, and common cauſtic. The ſpirits are in ge- 
neral applied by means of a ſkewer; in the lower 
teeth they may anſwer, but in the upper very ſeldom, 
and you are always liable to burn the other parts of the 
month. The beſt of theſe ſubſtances is a ſmall bit of 
common cauſtic, with a piece of lint, confined in the 
tooth till it takes effect: when every mean fails, re- 
courſe muſt at laſt be had to extraction; but as per- 
ſons are in general terrified at the thoughts, and ſtrive 
by all poſſible means to avoid it, a few hints on 
topical applications may be ſerviceable. Bliſtering be- 
hind the ear at an early period, will oftentimes remove 
the fit ; opening the body, if the inflammation runs 
high, bleeding in the arm, or by leeches on the gums or 
cheeks ; cauterizing the ſuperior hollow part of the ear, 
has been ſtrongly recommended; ſnuffing ſtrong ir- 
ritating powders up the noſe, as ſnuffs, &c. alſo ſpirit 
of lavender, or brandy, holding fluids in the mouth, 
as cold water, or ſpirits, applying eſſential oils in 
the cavities, as oil of thyme, carraway, or æther, | 
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(This laſt frequently carries off the fit, and is the beſt 
application.) Hot aromatic balſams, as that of peru, 
guaiacum, or ſtopping the tooth with opium, cam- 
phor, ginger, ſweet ſcented flag, ſmoking tobacco, 
&c. &c. Any of theſe may, in many inſtances, have 
a temporary effect, but the complaint is always liable 
to return. If the cheeks are inflamed, fomentation 


and poultices are of infinite ſervice. 


As to drawing the teeth, great care is required, and 
ſome ſew rules are neceſſary; but as it will always 
require a dentiſt or ſurgeon, I ſhall give no account 
of the operation, but caution the operator always to be 
careful, and not in a hurry ; from this laſt circuni- 
ſtance, I have known, not only a wrong tooth to be 
drawn, but two at once, owing to the claw of the 
inſtrument ſlipping. When he has got hold of the 
right tooth, he ſhould not turn the inſtrument by a 
Jerk, for it frequently happens, that by this trick, a 
large portion of the alveolar proceſs has been torn 
off; whereas, had they turned more gradually, the | 
parts would have given way. The tooth has come out 
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whole, as 1s not oftentimes the caſe on the contrary. 


3 6 . 2 = 1 — - 
2 - — x 2 at 7 — — * 2 b - —— — - — — — = 
— — — . Ec L rn * 3 — = a *. 1 N 2 * * * 8 — * * 

. : — % * — . - 1 = — — K — 2 
8 - 1 C 5 3 0 32 2. E - * - * boy * — oe 
2 — e - 1 . 2: =, 6 = - 
8 v.24 nt — 3 a _ 2 2 gf — — 
2 — * — — — — r * ” 


: 


5 Lancing the gums before the operation, I can ſee very 
'4 little uſe from it, as this can never be done complete. - 
F There is one fooliſh cuſtom which ſhould not be 
; | ſuffered, and that is, what they call cloſing the gums, 
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by preſſing them together; the wound cannot unite by 

the firſt intention, therefore this preſſure is always 
injurious. Another is ramming ſalt into the orifice, 
deſtroying the coagulated blood that is to aſſiſt the cure. 
As the alveolar proceſſes are thinneſt on the outſide, 
all but the laſt tooth, therefore ſhould be drawn out- 
wards. The reaſon this laſt tooth is not extracted in 
this manner, is owing to the coronoid proceſs extend- 
ing in a line on the outſide, thickening the proceſs, 
therefore it ſhould be drawn inwards. 


A tooth, if broke in the ſocket, the gum will 
grow over it, but it will cauſe pain at a diſtant period, 
when nature will rid herſelf of it by the alveolus filling 
up, and by that means puſhing it out, but they moſtly 


have a return of the tooth-ach at that period, there- 


fore, if poſlible, it is beſt to extract it. 


Tearing away a portion of bone becomes ſome- 
times very troubleſome, eſpecially as the gum in theſe 
inſtances is always lacerated; in this caſe, the tincture 
ſhould be applied. 


An hemorrhage will ſometimes follow, and there 
have been inſtances, when the actual cautery has been 
obliged to be applied, but in general, it may be ſtopped 
by lint held on the wound forcibly for ſome time ; if 
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this does not anſwer, apply a little blue vitriol on it, 
or make a plug of a piece of cork, which muſt be held 
down till the bleeding ceaſes, 


Excreſcences will ſometimes ariſe when it has 
been ſuppoſed to be near well, where there is no rea- 
ſon to expect exfoliation; they are to be taken off by 
means of the cauſtic, actual cautery, or touching 
them carefully with the ſtrong vitriolic acid. 


Cold ſhould be guarded againſt, as a return of pain, 


worſe than the tooth-ach, has ſuceeeded, a ſpecies of 


rheumatiſm. 


REPLACING a tooth wrong drawn. It will 


ſometimes happen, either from neglect of the operator, 


or the patient inſiſting on having one particular tooth 
extracted that has been a ſound one, and perhaps one 
that can be but ill ſpared; in this caſe, it is always 
adviſable to return it into the ſocket, but be careful to 


place the tooth the right way, they moſtly go in with 


a jerk, no teeth are exempt from this practice, but 
| \ 
care ſhould be taken not to catch cold, nor to eat on 


that ſide, if poſſible, for two or three days, till it is 
faſtened, but now and then gradually preſs on it with 


the oppoſite teeth ; at firſt they may be a little trouble- 


ſome, which wears off in a day or two. If any are 


knocked 


N 

knocked out by a blow, or any other accident, the 
operation is the ſame ; but if any dirt be on them, it 
muſt firſt be waſhed off with warm water, and this 
may be attempted twenty-four hours after the mis- 
fortune, breaking down the coagulated blood in the 
cavity with a probe. "Thoſe who have carious teeth 
drawn, and do not wiſh to loſe them, ſhould have the 
living principle firſt deſtroyed by boiling water, and 
then replaced and faſtened as before mentioned, with 
ſilk or ſilver wire, and be careful of cold. 


TRANSPLANTING TEETH. I can fay very 


little here, as it will always require an expert dentiſt ; | 


but that tranſplanting may be done with ſafety, may 
be inferred from the proof above, and from an experi- 


ment which has been frequently tried with ſucceſs, i. e. 


Take off the ſpur of a young cock, and immediately 
place it in an inciſion in the comb, this is to be bound 
down by ſticking plaiſter till adheſion has taken place. 


This is always found ſofter than that left on the heel. 


I have ſeen a large bird which has been uſed in this 
manner, and it has a curious appearance, as the ſpur on 
the head was full grown*. There are a few remarks 


that may be ſerviceable, as always to have a ſmaller 


tooth than that which was loſt ; to ſee the perſon from 
whom it was taken, that he is healthful. Where a 


living 


Mr. J. Hunter has a cock with a tooth placed in the comb, 
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living tooth could not he procured to fit the ſocket, a 
dead tooth has been placed with tolerable ſucceſs, 


though they never perfectly faſten ; there ſometimes 
takes place a diſeaſe, which has been ſuſpeQed to be 
the venereal, from an infected tooth; this is not the 
caſe, as on drawing the tooth theſe appearances vaniſh. 
Tranſplanting the teeth ſhould always be performed 
when young ; the gums and alveolar proceſſes ſhould 
have no diſeaſe on them, otherwiſe the operation will 
not ſucceed. 


DECAY BY DENUDATION. Where the enamel 
is deſtroyed and the bone expoſed, there the teeth 
have either a rough appearatice or of a naſty yellow 
colour, and ſometimes black: the firſt appearance 
is generally at the neck (without it is cauſed by 
acids, and then it is pretty general) in appearance as 
though they had been filed. From what cauſe it ariſes 


in this inſtance, I know not, nor can I advance any 


thing effectual for its cure. Keeping the mouth 
clean muſt certainly be the firſt intention, but where 
bruſhes are uſed, they ſhould be ſoft, not with pow- 


ders, but a little ſoap. 


SWELLING OF THE PHANG. When a 
tooth has had repeated attacks of inflammation, the 
phangs will ſwell, cauſing great pain, &c. Here 
there is no other remedy than extraction. 


DISEASES 


(IJ 


DISEASES or THE GUMS. 


3 of the gums may, in general, be 

| claſſed under the following heads, viz. Gum- 
boils, excreſcences, callous thickening, ſcurvy, and 
ſcrofulous. 


GUM-BOILS are often produced from the ſwelling 
of the phangs of a decayed tooth, matter forms, the 
gum protrudes, ſwells, and burſts: if this happens in- 
ternally, a cure may be performed, by making an in- 
cifion down to the bone with a gum-lancet, and keeping 
it open with a little lint, till granulations take place and 
fill it up; but if the matter ouzes between the tooth and 
gum, the tooth mult be extracted; if the gum- boils are 
not of a large ſize, they may frequently be rubbed down 
with a finger. To haſten ſuppuration, when very 
large, a roaſted fig is a uſeful application, and when 
burſt, waſh them frequently with the tincture. This 
is a ſecondary diſeaſe ; the decayed tooth is primary. 


EXCRESCENCES ſometimes ariſe large, and 


frequently put on a cancerous appearance, yet I have 


always extirpated them with ſucceſs, but as this is 
the ſurgeon's province, I ſhall only lay down methods 


that 
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( 40 
that the patient may attempt a cure by themſelves; 
I would adviſe touching it with ſpirit of vitriol once a 
day, and uſing the tincture. If this fails, heſitate not 
a moment to apply to a ſurgeon. 


CALLOUS THICKENING OF THE GUMS. 
This ſometimes takes place, but when ever it does, I 
would recommend the treatment mentioned for ex- 


creſcences. 


SCURVY. I believe that this is in general very 


little underſtood, and what is commonly called by 


this name, 1s no more than an ulceration taking place 


from a colleQion of tartar, which, by ſcaling the 


teeth, effects a cure; but the true ſcorbutic gum is, 
when there is no tarterious collection, the gums 


gloſſy, bleed when touched, are exceeding ſore, and 


painful, the breath fœtid, teeth looſe from the gums, 


receding from the neck, from the irritation the 


alveoli are diſeaſed, and in the worſt ſtages matter is 
continually diſcharged. This diſeaſe is frequently ha- 
bitual; alteratives and ſea bathing are of infinite ſer- 
vice; in the mean time frequently waſh 2 mouth 


with the following: 


Take of Allum 1 dr. 
Tinfure of bark 2 oz. | 
Mix them together. 


It 


( 41 ) 


If the pain be very great, add about ten drops of 
laudanum to it. If the perſon is of an irritable ſyſtem, 
I would adviſe the taking of bark, two or three times 
a day; and, if convenient, waſhing the mouth with 
the tincture, ſea bathing, &c. ſcarrifying the gums is 
of the greateſt utility ; but where there is any tendency 
to SCROFULA, it by. no means is proper, but at 
all times injurious, 


Deep-ſeated Abceſſes in the Jaws. 


1 when ſuffered to break externally, at all 

times disfigure the face; all that I can adviſe 
here is, to leave yourſelf entirely to the ſurgeon's care, 
and he, by care and attention may, in the beginning, 
by making proper openings between the lip and gums, 
ſave much trouble and disfigurement. 


MATTER, forming in the maxillary ſinus. When 
this is the caſe, the patient moſtly ſuſpeQs ſome of 
the teeth in the upper jaw to be the cauſe, but on 
inſpection, they are found to be ſound. The firſt 
ſymptom is great pain in the jaw, the part ſwells, the 
F pain 
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pain extends to the eyes and noſe, and a throbbing is 
diſtinctly felt: if this is ſuffered to proceed, the bone 
becomes carious, matter makes its way externally, 
disfigures the face, and a tedious exfoliation takes 


place. This may be avoided by extracting the laſt 


tooth but one, as the phang in general pierces the 
cavity, if not, a probe may be paſſed up, breaking 
through the bone, on which, matter immediately fol- 
lows. I have once or twice ſeen great difficulty in pe- 
netrating the antrum, though by an expert operator. 


And I have lately ſeen a caſe of this kind, where the 
whole of the alveolar proceſs became affected by it, ſmall 


portions of which are continually coming away, the 
teeth fall out, and matter dropping into the mouth, 
which being conveyed into the ſtomach, irritates the in- 
teſtines ; his ſpeech is much altered, ſounding through | 


the noſe ; I ſuppoſe it owing to a difeaſed and enlarged 


ſtate of the communicating foramen into the noſe ; 
Here I ſhould recommend alteratives, the uſe of the 
tincture, and keeping the mouth and noſe clean. 
Change of air and ſea bathing ſhould not be neglected.” 


: Little more is neceſſary to be done here, as they heal 


themſelves, though ſome recommend a ſma}] wedge 
of cork to be put into the orifice, but I think it unne- 


ceſſary. I would always have the parts waſhed with the 


tincture frequently. I have thus given a full account, 


that no one need heſitate a moment to have a tooth 


drawn 


( 43 ) 
drawn to ſave the beauty of the face. In ſome caſes I 


have ſeen them perforate between the cheek and teeth ; 


here patience muſt be had, and uſing the above-men- 
tioned mouth mixture. 


Diſeaſes of the Alveolar Proceſſes. 


T7ROM abſorption, nothing is more ſhocking to a 


- young perſon than the loſs of teeth, giving the 


appearance of old age before their time. It ſometimes 


happens, that abſorption takes place faſter than the 
depoſit. In this caſe, the gums appear healthful, 


but receded from the neck of the tooth; the teeth ap- 


pear long, they become looſe, and the patient, in ge- 
neral, complains of the eaſe with which they draw 
them, and that they are all looſe ; they fly to a dentiſt, 
try every remedy, but alas! no cure, they ſtill continue 
to drop out, although the utmoſt attention has been 
paid to their noſtrums, till at laſt, they are perfectly 
toothleſs, though perhaps not more than thirty years of 
age. A ſimilar effect to this is produced where mercury 

has been uſed, the teeth drop out with the ſame ap- 


pearances, yet from a different cauſe. I moſt heartily 


wiſh that I could offer any thing here eſſential, that 
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my fair country-women might prevent, palliate, or 
cure ſo horrid a complaint. I know of none ; yet we 
ought at all times to attempt it by the moſt rational 
methods; as by bliſtering round the jaws, behind the 
ears, taking the bark, cold bathing, friction and ſcar- 
rifying the gums, frequently waſhing the mouth in 
cold water; if none of theſe will anfwer, all I can 
recommend is an artificial ſet. is 


FILLING UP OF THE SOCKET. A depoſit | 
of offific matter; in this caſe, the tooth projects, and 
appears longer than the reſt, this continues till at laſt 
it is obliged to be drawn. I would adviſe a ligature 


to be applied round the tooth, as beforemention- 
ed. Mr. J. Hunter mentions a caſe, where a lady 


was cured of this diſeaſe, by having a tooth extracted 
and replaced. RE 


 EXOSTOSIS, or an exuberance of bony matter, 
fometimes takes place, either from a difeaſed tooth, 


or a fracture of the proceſſes, or jaw; its general ap- 


pearance is a hard ſwelling or lump, which keeps 
encreaſing; on diſection, the bone is of a cellular 
texture. A ſurgeon's advice is here abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary, and you muſt entirely be ruled by him.— 
Having thus far given you the diſeaſes of the teeth, 
the next ſubject worthy of obſervation is 


Nervou- 


4A 4s ) 


Nervous Pains in the Jaws. 


E 8 ſymptoms are ſimilar to thoſe of the tooth- ach, 

and as ſuch a tooth is frequently drawn, which 
proves to be ſound, another is ſuſpcted and drawn, yet 
not decayed, and ſo on till perhaps a whole ſet of teeth 
is extracted, at laſt the jaw, and ſometimes that 
ſide of the tongue is painful; in this caſe, a perſon is 
deprived of uſeful parts without any benefit. This 
pain comes on ſometimes periodically, and may ariſe 
from various cauſes: as ſudden colds, rheumatifm, 
irritability of the nervous ſyſtem, and frequently from 
diſtreſs of mind. It is in theſe caſes, that bark, ſteel, 
cold, and fea bathing, are of ſervice ; hemlock, opium, 
&c. alſo fomentations, of which I ſhall give proper 
formules. The firſt thing that ought to be applied is, 
a bliſter behind the ear on the ſide affected, and take 
one of the following pills, if the pain be violent, every 
night, and a wine glaſs of the mixture, two or three 
times a day: | 


Take of Opium 2 of a gr. 
Camphor 1 gr. 
Extract of hemlock 2 gr. 

To be made into a pill, 


Take 
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Take of Decoction of bark 6 oz. 
Extract of ditto 2 dr. 
| Mix together for a mixture. 


Take of Powdered bark 1 ox. 
Red wine 1 pint | 
Mixed. 
OR, 
Take of tinflure of ſal martis thirty drops in any 
of the above mixtures, twice a day: valerian, freſh 
gathered, and uſed inſtead of tea, has been found uſe- 


ful, the bliſter ſhould be kept open by perpetual oint- 
ment, and the cold bath made uſe of every morning, 


to ſtrengthen the ſyſtem ; but where grief is the cauſe, 
remove it, if poſſible, and the effect will ceaſe; it is 


frequently called a love pain, and pregnant ladies are 


ſometimes affected, in theſe caſes, change of air, 
ſuitable company, amuſements, &c. have the happieſt 
effect. Electricity has, in many caſes, been uſed with 
ſuccels, 


0 Irregularity 
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Irregularity of the Teeth, &c. 


TOOTH will ſometimes project highter than 

the reſt, which is troubleſome in touching the 
gums of the oppoſite ſide: theſe are to be filed down, 
not at once, but by degrees; if we find it till riſing, 
we muft ſuſpect it to be a diſeaſe of the alveolar pro- 
ceſſes, and treat it accordingly. 


Irregularity of the teeth is more frequent in the 
upper, than in the lower jaw, from want of room. 


The inciſor and cuſpidatus are frequent, but more 


frequently the bicufpides. This irregularity of the 
teeth is ſometimes ſo regular (allow the expreſſion) 
as to appear a double row. The bicuſpides ſome- 


times have not ſufficient room, and one is placed far. 


ther back. The beſt time to regulate them is while 
the perſon is young, about the time they have ſhed 
the two molares; it is of no uſe to have the firſt poſ- 


ſeſſor drawn, but the next tooth; and then put the 


reſt in order, by means of ligatures, ſilver plates, &c. 


By ligature, having drawn the tooth that is furtheſt 
out, the other is to be replaced in the following man- 
ner: make a ſtrong ligature of doubled thread well 


waxed, faſten it to the two next teeth, and then 


carry 
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carry it round the receding tooth, and faſten to the 
two teeth on the oppoſite ſide; this is to be undone, 
and tightened every other day: by its continual preſ- 
ſure it will, in time replace it. Another method is 
by a ſilver plate well poliſhed; it is to be perforated 
at both ends, and need not be longer than to extend to 


two or three teeth on each ſide, this is to be ſtrongly 


faſtened to the teeth by thread, and the ſpring of the 
plate will, in time, force the tooth in, Another irre- 
gularity is called 


RABBIT MOUTH, i. e. where the fore teeth 
project, the cauſe is the narrowneſs of the ſides, and 


the teeth too large: this, in young people may be re- 


medied, by having the cuſpidatus drawn, to give more 
room; and what will {till aſſiſt the reformation is, a 


filver plate with a grove for the lower teeth ; from 


this grove a plate is to ariſe, projecting outwards ; 
ſo that when this is fixed on the teeth, and the mouth 
ſhut, the upper teeth fall on an inclining plane ; this 


ſhould be worn two or three hours every day, and 
will, in a few months remedy the defect; but there 
ſometimes happens a diſtortion quite oppoſite to the 


former, that is, the under teeth project ſo far forwards, 


that when the mouth it ſhut, you may, in ſome people, 


place a finger between the teeth : this defect may, in 
ſome meaſure, be conquered by a ſimilar inſtrument 
as 
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28 the former, but reverſed; that is the inclining 
plane ſhall tend inwards, by this means the teeth of 
the upper jaw are thrown forward. 


SUPERNUMERARY TEETH are ſometimes 
produced as a cuſpidatus, cutting the gum either on 
the inſide or outſide of the mouth; ſometimes an in- 
ciſor. They ſhould be extracted, as they at all times 
injure the tongue or lips ; but we ſeldom find the 
molares produce irregularities. Another circumſtance 
ſometimes occurs, where one of the firſt ſet, or milk 


teeth, is not caſt, this ſhould be drawn, as Ty always 
look black, and decay. 


6 a 2 ' ; b 
a, * 


* 
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DENTITIO N. 


A Healthy child in general cuts its teeth about the 
ſeventh, eighth, or ninth month, and the firſt five 


permanent teeth, on each ſide the jaw, differ from the 
temporary. As the two firſt temporary molares are 
ſucceeded by bicuſpides, owing to the lengthening of 
the jaw, and we find in the upper jaw, the maxillary 
ſinus is removed farther back. A child firſt cuts an 
inciſor either of the lower or upper jaw, the next to it 
afterwards, the inciſor oppoſite to the firſt cut, then the 
other inciſor, The molares do not appear till about 
the twenticth or twenty-fourth month, and the firſt 
| G grinders 
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vrinders appear before the cuſpidati. The proceſs of 
dentition is in general complete at two years of age, 
though there are variations; at this time they have only 
twenty teeth, viz. four inciſors, two cuſpidati, and 
two molares, theſe are all that are uſeful to a child, 
till the ſixth year, when they cut the firſt permanent 
grinders on each fide, thus by obſerving the teeth of 
different children, at different periods we are enabled 
to tell their age, by inſpecting the mouth, but there is 
a great deal of difference to be obſerved, as ſome chil- 
dren are born with an inciſor or two cut, while on the 
contrary, others do not begin to cut their teeth till 


twelve or eighteen months after birth. The cutting 


of teeth is well known to be dangerous, and to excite 


great inflammation, therefore fever conſtantly attends; 


affections of the bowels, as purging, &c. are favor- 
able circumſtances ; as alſo eruptions on the ſkin. 
The pain and irritation is fometimes ſo violent as to 
cauſe convulſions, and even death. It has in general 
been ſuppoſed that the cauſe of the irritation was from 
mechanical preſſure on the gums ; this was a falſe idea ; 
but we muſt not wonder at theſe dreadful ſymptoms 
when we conſider the followingjcircumſtances, that the 
upper part of the tooth has three ſubſtances to pene- 
trate. The pulp that forms the enamel ; the perioſ- 
teum, a tender irritable vaſcular membrane, that covers 
the teeth while in the alveoli ; and laſtly the gums. 


In this caſe from the irritation, abſorption takes place, 
RT 


4 


which cannot be done without an increaſed action, 
hence inflammation, &c. This gradually advances, 
the ſyſtem in general is alarmed, the gums ſwell, are 
inflamed, great quantity of ſaliva is ſecreted, and the 
child has moſtly its fingers in its mouth. It is pleaſed 
with any cold body on the gums; if it is not relieved by 
nature or art, all the ſymptoms increaſe, the fever runs 
high, and when attended with coſtiveneſs is dange:= 
rous. The tooth at this period either cuts the gum, or 
convulſions follow, ſometimes it happens there are no 
convulſions, in that caſe hectic ſymptoms appear, 
which frequently carry off the infant. There are here 
a number of occurrences that ought carefully to be at- 
tended to, and which may in general be removed by 
lancing the gums at an early period; this carries them 
off for a time, but they will return again, and the ope- 
ration ought to be repeated. It has been the idea, that 
by this a cicatrix is formed, which impedes the protru- 
ſion of the tooth, this however is not the caſe, for we 5 
always find children thus treated, have the ſymptoms, 
however dangerous before, ſoon diſappear. If it is 
not properly performed, as it then cannot be of any 
uſe, it is certainly injurious, the operation is ſimple, 
and we often find many good old women in the country 
perform it dexterouſly, with a ſharp edged ſixpence, 
with good ſucceſs. As it is ſo ſimple and uſeful an 
operation, I ſhall relate the moſt approved method of 
performing it, which ſhould be done by an inſtrument 


properly 
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properly adapted, called the gum lancet, but T would 
have it with a rounded edge. Taking the child on your 
knee, preſs the lower jaw down, and the tongue out 
of your way with one hand, and with the inſtrument - 
in the other, make a circular inciſion, both in the up- 
per and under jaw, preſſing it down till you feel the 
teeth; partially lancing the gums is but of little ſer- 
vice, as it has commonly been the cuſtom to cut on that 
which is the moſt prominent, when at the ſame time, 
the irritation may be from one more remote, which by 
the above method may be removed ; where this opera- 
tion has not been attended to, and convulſions have en- 


ſued, I think a few words on that ſubject, will be 


thankfully received by perſons who have the care of 


infants. The firſt thing that ought to be done, is to put 


the child in warm water, up to the arm pits, and give 


four or five drops of æther (if poſſible) in a ſpoonful 
of water, rub the ſtomach with a little, and volatiles to 
the noſe, as ſpirit of hartſhorn, ſal volatile, &c. you per- 
haps may have frequent occaſion to adminiſter it, but 
encreaſe not the doſe at one time, though repeat it every. 
ten or fifteen minutes (one of my own children took 
near a quarter of an ounce before recovery took place.) 
Laudanum J have frequently uſed united with it with 
ſurceſs, about one or two drops at a time; keeping the 
body open is of the utmoſt conſequence, and therefore 
if the child is bound adminiſter a clyſter of milk and 
courſe ſugar, to which may be added, if occaſion re- 


quires 
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- quires, a dram or two of Glauber ſalts. Be not 
alarmed when the child becomes ſtill, the convulſions 
in ſome meaſure ceaſe, the eyes become fixt upwards, 
the lids fall, the breath ſuſpended, then a flight return, 
{till again, ſobs, and at laſt, cries out, to the joy of all. 
At this period, all your attention muſt be employed; 
remembering firſt the agitation of the frame, the quan- 
tity of æther taken. A ſlight irritation {till continu- 
ing, from which cauſe a violent fever always ſuc- 
ceeds; it is this you now ought to counteract by 
opening the body, and relaxing the ſyſtem: the fol- 


lowing i is properly adapted, and being taſteleſs, may be 
given either by itſelf or in food; : 


Take of Emetic tartar 4 gr. 
Diiſtilled water 2 oz. 


Mix them together. 


A tea-ſpoonful of which is generally a ſufficient 
doſe; if it pukes, repeat it in twelve hours; if a flight 
ſickneſs comes on, repeat it every fix hours: another 
good effect is, it moſtly opens the body at the ſame 
time, but if it fail, give a little manna or ſena. The 
fever will run ſometimes ſo high, as to cauſe delirium; 
in this caſe, a ſmall bliſter ſhould be applied to the 
back, and bleed with leeches as ſoon as theſe ſymp- 
toms diſappear; delay not having the gums lanced 
(if it was not poſſible during the fit) for fear of a re- 
turn. I am certain there are more children loft for 
_ want 
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want of this operation than by all other diſeaſes incident 
to them. It ſometimes unfortunately happens, that 
Jet them do what they will, the poor little ſufferer is 
carried off. Though I have here given every neceſſary 
precaution requiſite. during this period, yet, where 
medical aſſiſtance can be had, I would at all tines 
have the parents or guardians call them in; but where 
this is not the caſe, or the practitioner reſides at too 
great a diſtance, the above rules will frequently be 
the means of preſerving the life of the infant. 


A child, when it arrives at the ſeventh year, or 
thereabouts, begins to ſhed its teeth, and this period 
frequently requires the aſſiſtance of an expert dentiſt, 
more than any other, for fear of deformities taking 


place, and the teeth, as ſoon as they appear to be looſe, 
ſhould be extracted. It frequently happens that the 
firſt ſet decay; they ſhould be removed, for fear of _ 
affecting the ſecond ſet. If ſhedding the teeth did not / 
take place, the firſt ſet would be too ſmall for the jaw. 
I have before mentioned there is a difference between 
the five temporary, and the five permanent teeth on 
each ſide} the five temporary are two inciſors, one 
cuſpidatus, and two molares; but the five permanent 
are two inciſors, one cuſpidatus, and two bicuſpi- 
des. The two molares are ſucceeded by the two bi- 
cuſpides in the upper jaw ;* the two firſt molares have 
three phangs, they being ſituated under the maxillary 
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ſinus, but we find the teeth that ſucceed them have, i 
general, but one, for the jaw is lengthened, and the 8 


ſinus is ſituated farther back; and again, the teeth un- 
der it have three phangs. The ſhedding of the teeth 
is not complete till about the fourteenth year, and the 


four laſt teeth, or dentes ſapientiæ, do not appear 
till between the twenty-firſt and thirtieth years. A 
third ſet ſometimes makes its appearance about ſeventy 
or eighty years of age, as though nature ſtrove to 


renew youth, but they are ſeldom of any uſe, cutting 


the oppoſite gum, and therefore obliged to be ex- 
tracted. | 


ARTIFICIAL TEETH. 


THE only way that a lady or gentleman can 
make themſelves an artificial tooth is, by ſtrong- 


ly preſſing a piece of white wax into the ſpace, and 
then with a knife paring it like the oppoſite ; at firſt, 


it will appear aukward, and perhaps will not be kept 
in long; but J have known ladies wear them three or 
four days without having any occaſion of renewing 
them ; and when nicely performed, can ſcarcely be 
diſtinguiſhed from the other teeth ; but the loſs of a 
tooth, eſpecially in the front, is of great detriment, 
not only in ſight, but the ſpeech alſo, and artificial 


ones ought at all times to be fixed in the vacant ſpace ; 


, they 
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they are made either of ivory, or the ſea-horſe $ teeth, | 


2 * 


the latter is the neareſt to nature, and will not, like 
ivory, ſo ſoon loſe their colour. When there is only 
one or two wanting, they are faſtened by ligatures, 
either of gold or ſilver wire, or by t thread or ſilk, fre- 
quently by gold ſprings ; many have thought that they 


make the breath offenſi we, but this is a falſe idea.— 


Good human teeth may be made to anſwer the ſame 
purpoſes, and are at all times preferable 1 where they can 


be had. Whole ſets of teeth are faſtened by ſprings ; 
properly adapted to the remaining gums; 3 but it muſt” 


be remembered, that the ſame care is required to pre- 


ſerve the breath ſweet, as when the natural ſet were 
exiſting. , ie SE - 


POSTSCRIPT. 


THE Autbor's Dentiſrice and Tincture alluded to 
in this Publication, are ſold at RANDAL's Medicinal 


Warehoule, Royal Exchange, by. Meſſrs. KEETH and 
Co. Perfamers, No. 30, Haymarket; G. Doxnavievu; 
Charles-Strezt; obo ; ; J. Lrovp, Perfumer, No. 2, 
York-Street, Orunt-Gardan, London; and W. CLARKE, 


ConfeRioner, No. 269, Borough High Street, South- 


wark, with proper Directions. Price 2s. 6d; each. 
Alſo by molt 'of the Country Venders. 


(5 Mr. Spti.$2URY gives Advice on Diſeaſes of 
| the 7 Trina and Gums, &c. every Morning, from 


1 to 53 at his Houſe, No. 7, Three-Crown- Square, 
oroug — 2 | | 


